W15P7T-04-R-C001

Attachment 010

21 Jan 2004


BA-5347 Lithium Manganese Dioxide Battery

SECTION L - PROPOSAL SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

A.  PROPOSAL SUBMISSION AND FORMAT

1.  The offeror’s proposal shall be divided into three sections: Technical, Performance Risk, and Price. To reduce proposal size, the offeror will confine its submission to essential matters in sufficient detail to define its approach, subject to the page limitation defined below, and provide an adequate basis for its evaluation.    


2.  Proposals shall be submitted via electronic media using Microsoft Office 2000 products (i.e., Microsoft ® Word and Excel, and Adobe Acrobat version 5.0 or less), in separate files as set forth below. Paper copies shall not be submitted.  All information pertaining to a particular file shall be confined to that file. The Price file shall be submitted as a separate Excel file as provided in the solicitation and clearly annotated. The proposal submission for Files I and II shall be compressed (zipped) into one self-extracting file entitled “(Offeror’s Name)TechProp.EXE” using WinZip version 6.2 or less. Also, the file name shall contain no spaces.  One CD ROM may contain all of the required files.

FILE


TITLE


COPIES REQUIRED

File I
TECHNICAL
Submitted via IBOP




1 CD ROM copy to KO


File II
SECTIONS G & K
Submitted via IBOP



OF SOLICITATIONS and
1 CD ROM copy to KO



FORM 33*

            File III
PERFORMANCE RISK
Submitted via IBOP




1 CD ROM copy to KO


File IV
PRICE
Submitted via IBOP




1 CD ROM to KO


*  Form 33, “Solicitation, Offer and Award,” with the offeror’s blocks 12 through 18 completed and signed by an individual having authority to enter into a contract for the offeror.


3. Offerors are responsible for including sufficient details to permit a complete and accurate evaluation of each proposal. Each file of the proposal shall consist of a Table of Contents, Summary Section and the Narrative discussion. The Summary Section shall contain a brief abstract of the file. Proprietary information shall be clearly marked.

a. The electronic proposal submission shall consist of four separate files.  Microsoft Office 2000 products shall be used (i.e. MS Excel 2000 shall be used to create the “.XLS” file, and MS Word 2000 shall be used to create the “.DOC” file).  Adobe Acrobat version 5.0 or less shall be used to create the “.PDF” files.  The titles for each file are shown in the table below. 

Table 1

	Proposal File
	Title
	File Name

 
	Page Limit

	File I
	Technical
	(Offeror Name)Techprop.pdf


	30

	File II


	Sections G & K, and Form 33*


	 (Offeror Name)SecG&K.pdf


	No limit



	File III


	Performance Risk


	(Offeror Name)PRAG.doc


	3 pages per referenced

contract



	File IV


	Price
	(Offeror Name)Price.xls
	No limit


*  Form 33, “Solicitation, Offer and Award,” with the offeror’s blocks 12 through 18 completed and signed by an individual having authority to enter into a contract for the offeror.

b. All information shall be confined to the appropriate file.  The offeror shall confine its submissions to essential matters, sufficient to define the proposal and to provide an adequate basis for evaluation.  No price information shall be presented in any part of the proposal except the Price Proposal.  There shall be no cross-referencing between Files.  The Government will assume that everything included in the proposal represents the baseline approach.  There is to be no alternative approaches for any given solicitation requirement within a given proposal.  Files shall not contain classified data.  Proposals shall not contain hyperlinks to external documents.
c. The proposal shall be submitted via the Army Single Face to Industry (ASFI) Interactive Business Opportunities Page (IBOP).  The URL for the IBOP is “http://abop.monmouth.army.mil

 http://acbop.monmouth.army.mil 
http://acbop.monmouth.army.mil.”  Directions for navigating this Internet site are contained in a User Guide located at the Help Support button on the Navigator bar or contact the 1-888-414-2677 toll-free help desk for assistance.  Contractors and Subcontractors will need to be registered users in the IBOP in order to submit proposals. Caution:  To submit proposals, you need to be registered as a “Browse and Post” user in the IBOP.  Offerors should read the directions in the “User Guide” or contact the IBOP help desk for assistance.  Warning:  Please do not wait until the last minute to submit your Proposals!  To avoid submission of late proposals, we recommend the transmission of your proposal file 24 hours prior to the required proposal due date and time.  Offerors are encouraged to practice submitting dummy proposal files in the DEMO section of the IBOP (Demo button on Navigator bar) in order to gauge the length of transmission via the Internet.  After Proposals are ‘submitted’ or ‘posted’, a proposal submission verification screen appears.  Offerors should print this verification screen.  It is your receipt identifying the date/time, number of files, file names, and total combined file size of their proposal transmitted to the IBOP Server.   Also on the verification screen there is a link entitled “Return to the W15P7T-04-R-C001 solicitation folder”, which the offerors should click on to return to the folder to verify that your proposal was posted. Offerors are advised that the electronic and the CD ROM versions must be submitted by the specified solicitation closing date.  No proposal submissions of any form after this time shall be accepted.

d. Proposal page limitations are applicable to this procurement.  Table 1 (above) indicates the applicable maximum page count for each File of the offeror’s proposal.  Page size shall be no greater than 8 1/2" x 11".  The top, bottom, left and right margins shall be a minimum of one (1) inch each.  Font size shall be no smaller than Twelve (12) point. Characters shall be set at no less than normal spacing and 100% scale.  Line spacing shall be set at no less than single.  Page numbers, company logos, and headers and footers may be within the page margins ONLY, and are not bound by the twelve-point font requirement. Footnotes to text shall not be used.  If the offeror submits annexes, documentation, attachments or the like, not specifically required by this solicitation, such will count against the offeror’s page limitations unless otherwise indicated in the specific File instructions below.  Title pages, Tables of Contents pages, cross-referencing matrices pages, and acronym list pages, will not be counted against page limitations.  Pages in violation of these instructions, either by exceeding the margin, font or spacing restrictions or by exceeding the total page limit for a particular File, will not be evaluated.  Pages not evaluated due to violation of the margin, font or spacing restrictions will not count against the page limitations. The page count will be determined by counting the pages in the order they come up in the print layout view. 
4.  The proposal shall be organized in the format specified in Section B – Format below.  At the beginning of each separate discussion, there shall be a statement referencing which requirement in the RFP the discussion pertains.  The proposal should contain only that information required to respond to the requirements of the solicitation and should avoid having cross-references within the text to other sections of the proposal.

5.  All pages shall be numbered to include text pages, tabular and graphic material.  Graphic material shall be legible and fully identified. 

6.  Offerors are cautioned that the failure to submit the required data with the initial submission, based on the assumption that the Government may request that data via the negotiation/discussion process, may result in that area of the proposal being considered “Unacceptable” and evaluated as such.  

B.   CONTENT

CAUTION:  THE GOVERNMENT MAY REJECT PROPOSALS THAT FAIL 

TO CONTAIN THE REQUESTED INFORMATION

FILE I - TECHNICAL

B. 1 TECHNICAL FACTOR

B 1.1 Battery Performance Subfactor


 For the design proposed for the BA-5347 the offeror shall discuss the key design parameters as they pertain to the battery’s ability to meet the “L”, “I”, and “H” capacity tests as defined in MIL-PRF-49471B/15 and any exceptions included in this solicitation.  The offeror shall also describe the methodology used to determine and validate the proposed design’s ability to meet these requirements.


B. 1.2 Hardware Samples


Thirteen (13) BA-5347 batteries shall be submitted as functional hardware samples as part of the overall Technical proposal.  The Hardware Samples are required to be submitted by the proposal due date/time specified in the solicitation.  Additionally, three (3) cell strings for the BA-5347 composed of two fresh cells (with cell string short circuit protection) with tabs or wires connected to allow for testing shall be submitted with the hardware samples.  

The functional hardware samples shall be tested according to the procedures described in the appropriate portions of Section M.  In addition to the samples that will be used in testing, one additional open BA-5347 sample without active materials (i.e., a “dummy”) shall be provided as a visual reference for the layout of the basic components and battery assembly.  The “dummy” battery will be used as a visual reference by the Government evaluators of the overall battery design.  


The purpose of the Hardware Samples is to provide a demonstration of the offeror’s ability to design and build the batteries in this solicitation.  The hardware samples shall be as representative to the design that will be put into production as possible.  Any significant deviations from the actual production designs shall be described in the proposal.  


All of the samples shall be shipped to (DUE TO SECURITY MEASURES CURRENTLY IN PLACE AT FORT MONMOUTH, HAND CARRIED SAMPLES WILL NO LONGER BE ACCEPTED):

Commander, U.S. Army CECOM


ATTN:  AMSEL-AC-BID


Ritko Ave., Building 1208 East


Fort Monmouth, NJ  07703


 The hardware samples shall also include the offeror’s proposed label instructions for the proper procedure for disposal of the batteries as required by paragraph 3.12.3 of MIL-PRF -49471B. 


The package shall be marked with the solicitation number, the offeror’s identification and “HARDWARE SAMPLES”. A Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) is required for any hardware samples meeting the 49 CFR Part 173 criteria as Hazardous Material.  


Each of the hardware samples shall be marked with the battery type number, the solicitation number and the offeror’s identification.  


The Hardware Samples will not be available for return to the offeror until ten (10) days after award.  If the offeror desires the return of the Hardware Samples, Offerors will have to make arrangements for the return shipment of the sample batteries.

B. 2.0 Battery Safety Subfactor


The offeror shall describe the ability of the proposed design to successfully pass the tests in Groups 4,5 and 6 as listed in Table 3 “Summary of Unique Safety Tests Required in Support of the SAR” specified in the SOW under paragraph 3.11, Safety.  The offeror shall also describe the methodology used to determine and validate the proposed design’s ability to meet these requirements.  

B.  3.0 Production Subfactor 

3.1.  The offeror shall clearly state the place of performance for the manufacture of cells and cathodes to be used for the battery in this solicitation.  

3.2.  The offeror shall also state the cell size, D size equivalent (i.e. 1/2D), manufacturer and place of manufacture for the battery in this solicitation 

3.3.  The offeror shall provide a description of the cell production capacity that is currently in place in terms of its capacity in “D” cell equivalents per one eight hour shift, or the plan for installing the required capacity, and the percentage of this capacity that is dedicated to all commercial and other military contracts. 

3.4.   If cell and battery production are to take place in separate locations, the offeror shall:

3.4.1.   Describe the contractual relationship between the two facilities or corporate entities 

3.4.2   Describe proposed procedures for responding to technical and safety issues.

3.4.3   Discuss how disruptions in delivery due to the separations of the facilities (i.e. transportation, labor unrest, etc.) will be prevented.

FILE II – CONTRACT CERTIFICATIONS


In a separate file/volume, Offerors shall provide the following as described above:  (these are not included in the Page Limitations set forth above):

 


a.  Form 33, “Solicitation, Offer and Award,” with the offeror’s blocks 12 through 18 completed and signed by an individual having authority to enter into a contract for the offeror.

            b.  RFP Section G, “Contract Administrative Data”, completed by the offeror.

            c.  RFP Section K, “Representations, Certifications and Other Statement of Offerors,” completed by the offeror.

 FILE III – PERFORMANCE RISK 

1.  The offeror shall submit a description of Government and commercial contracts (all prime and major subcontracts), in performance since 1 January 2001, which are in any way relevant to the effort required by this solicitation.  Relevant is defined as those contracts that deal with battery designs and production of lithium nonrechargeable batteries that are the same or similar to those required by this solicitation.  The offeror shall identify in specific detail, for each contract listed, why or how the offeror considers the effort relevant to the effort required by this solicitation.  If multiple production facilities are being proposed, or cell and battery assembly are not collocated, information must be provided related to each facility and/or contractor.

2.  The offeror should demonstrate any past ability to initiate and maintain large scale, high production File of multiple batteries simultaneously.  The offeror should demonstrate any past record for accomplishing efforts of a comparable level of complexity.  Offerors should demonstrate its past ability to meet the technical goals of the efforts as well as the cost and schedule goals.  When referencing past contracts for services, the offeror shall provide a cross-reference of these past services to the paragraph number of the Government SOW within this solicitation. Of particular interest is the offeror’s past or current effort to the production of military batteries, especially those built to MIL-PRF-49471 or any of its revisions.


For each contract cited the offeror shall provide the following information

(a) Contractor/Subcontractor place of performance, CAGE and/or DUNNS number;


(b) Address of the procurement activity, the contracting officer’s name, FAX and telephone numbers (commercial and DSN);


(c) The name and address of the procurement activity’s technical representative/COR, FAX and telephone numbers (commercial and DSN);


(d) Address of the contract administration activity, the administrative contracting officer’s name, FAX and telephone numbers (commercial and DSN), is applicable;


(e) Government contract administration activity’s Pre-Award Monitor’s name, FAX and telephone numbers, if applicable; 



(f) Contract type, i.e., Firm Fixed Priced, Cost Plus, etc, award and final prices, period of performance (initial and actual) and original and actual completion dates;


(g) A description of the contractual effort and discuss the contract’s relevancy to the requirements of this solicitation.  The discussion shall include an explanation of all technical, cost, delivery schedules and quality objectives.  If these objectives were not met by the original contractual date, provide for each instance the reason and the supporting rationale.  The offeror shall also provide a copy of any cure notices or show cause notices received on each contract listed and a description of any corrective action taken  (The actual copy of any cure notice or show cause notice will not count towards the 3 page limit per contract).  The offeror shall indicate if any of the contracts listed were terminated and the type and reasons for the termination.

3.  New Corporate Entities – New corporate entities may submit data on prior contracts involving its officers and employees.  However, in addition to the other requirements in this section, the offeror shall discuss in detail the role performed by such persons in the prior contracts cited.

4.  Enclosed at Attachment 014 of the solicitation is a Performance Risk Assessment Questionnaire (the Questionnaire).  The purpose of this questionnaire is to give the addressees additional time to compile and submit the required information to the Government.  


Offerors shall complete the information as annotated and required under Section A, Contract Administration, Numbers A1, A2 and A3 on the Questionnaire and forward it to the points of contacts listed in items b, c, d, & e above for each contract cited.  The Questionnaire will contain instructions for the points of contacts on how to complete the Questionnaire and where to send the Questionnaire once completed.  In order to maintain the integrity of the Performance Risk assessment and questionnaire process, offerors shall not request a copy of the completed questionnaire from the points of contact that the questionnaire is sent to.


The date of receipt by the Government of the completed questionnaire from the points of contacts shall have no affect on the offeror’s proposal as it relates to “late” proposal submissions as specified in the clause at FAR 52.215-1, Instructions to Offerors – Competitive Acquisition, contained in Section L of the solicitation.   Offerors are still responsible, however, for submitting their proposals, including the Performance Risk File, by the time and date specified elsewhere in the solicitation.  Offerors shall provide as a part of their Performance Risk File a matrix that indicates the specific contracts and points of contacts that the Questionnaire was forwarded to.

5.  Offerors are reminded that both independent data and data provided by offerors in their proposals may be used to evaluate the offeror's past performance.  Since the Government may not necessarily interview all of the sources provided by the offerors, it is incumbent upon the offeror to explain the relevance of the data provided.  The Government does not assume the duty to search for data to cure problems found in proposals.  The burden of demonstrating the quality of past performance remains with the offerors.  In the case of an offeror with respect to which there is no information on past contract performance, or with respect to which information on past contract performance is not available, the offeror will not be evaluated favorably or unfavorably.  The Government may also access the Past Performance Information Management System (PPIMS) to gather past performance information on potential offerors.

6.  It is requested that the Performance Risk File be submitted to the Government 21 days after final release of the solicitation but no later than the due date for proposals, to the address specified in the solicitation.

FILE IV - PRICE

The Price proposal shall be the offeror’s completed subline item prices as specified in Section B of the solicitation.  Prices shall be input into Attachment 006 of the solicitation.  Quantities will be broken down in range quantities and evaluated per the appropriate clause in Section M of the solicitation.  Offerors shall not be initially required to submit cost and pricing information.  However, offerors should be aware that if adequate price competition is found not to exist, offerors might be required to submit such data.  


The data submitted as part of the Price proposal must be submitted using the spreadsheet found at Attachment 006.  The specific instructions for using this spreadsheet are found in the spreadsheet itself.  IMPORTANT NOTE:  When opening this spreadsheet, click the “Enable Macros” dialogue box.  Please familiarize yourself with the information/instruction found on the spreadsheet worksheet titled “Instructions”.


This spreadsheet was created using MS Office 2000 and must be saved using the “Excel 97-2000 & 5.0/95 Workbook” option.  When saving - the file name shall be designated as ”(Offeror’s Name)Price”.  


No pricing information will be accepted in any other format.  This is to preclude possible errors due to software translation.  The offeror shall submit copies of Attachment 006 as per the paragraph A2 of Section L.  


Offerors need to complete and submit the proposed price for ALL ranged quantities, First Article requirements, and any other priced CLIN/SLINS.  Failure to submit a proposed dollar amount or “Not Separately Priced” (i.e. a proposed price of $0.00) for all items will result in the proposal being found non-responsive and ineligible for award.


Offerors may bid a separate unit price for each program year contained.  


Offerors who qualify as domestic sources must submit prices for the one hundred, sixty and forty percent portions.  Offeror’s who do not qualify as a domestic source shall only submit prices for the forty percent portion. 


Offerors are directed to Attachment 012 of the solicitation where the battery price history can be found.  
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